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irritable as her letters to him at this epoch plainly show, with their peevish criticisms of his plans, his friends, and even his character. But, once in action, her spirits rose and she met dangers and hardship with gaiety and courage. She escaped from a terrible storm in the North Sea and from the enemy fleet, which pursued her ship into Bridlington harbour and bombarded the house in which she had taken shelter. She and her ladies had to take cover in a ditch while shot fell around them. All this was stimulating to the Queen, and it was with a sense of exhilaration that the " she-generalissima," as she called herself, set out to join her husband that summer. Charles went to meet her on Edgehill field and brought her to Oxford, where her presence, however gratifying to him, was a focus for Court jealousies and intrigues.
Soon after her arrival (in August 1643) Charles rejoined his main army, which was besieging Gloucester. Rupert had recently captured Bristol, and Gloucester was now the only important town held for the Parliament in the West. The inhabitants defended it successfully till Essex and his London trained bands came to their relief, raising the siege. The royal army tried to cut off their opponents on their return to London, and a battle was fought at Newbury. Although neither side could claim a victory, the Royalist losses were so great that the rebels were able to proceed to London without further opposition, and Charles once more returned to Oxford.
It was at this juncture that the Scotch agreed to come to the assistance of Parliament and that the Covenant was established as the touchstone